7+ Meeting on Fundamentalism, December 4, 2010

1) Definitions of Fundamnetalism:“The interpretation of every word in sacred texts as literal truth” (religious Fundamentalism) and “A strong adherence to any set of beliefs in the face of criticism or unpopularity” (generalized Fundamentalism).
2) Exercise #1 (Pairs): Exchange personal experience/encounter with any kind of fundamentalism/fundamentalist by answering three questions: 

i. Context of the experience/encounter

ii. Personal reactions (thoughts/emotions)

iii. Possible alternatives to that reaction. (about 7:30 minutes each)

Example: i) Following a funeral while sitting in a restaurant, the question arose in respect of the finality of death. One of the guests (a close relative) immediately replied: “Death is in fact only the beginning”. (ii) My immediate (internal) reaction was: “No, not again, there is no point discussing this question further”. (iii) Later on I thought about alternatives, e.g. in turn asking: “How do you know?

3) In the ensuing group discussion many different reactions were put forward, ranging from surprise moves (e.g. reacting with Buddhist style holy rage or even unconditional love) to avoidance. Between these extremes the following possibilities were suggested: without confronting chunking up in order to find common ground; engaging with the other person on the same level; put the other person into trance; just letting go; asking appropriate questions; setting boundaries; defending oneself against unfair claims.

4) The discussion was followed by an input on the psychology of Fundamentalism based on the article “A Psychological Analysis of Fundamnetalism” which dealt in addition to other aspects of Fundamentalism with most of the issues raised in the preceding discussion.

Break

5) After the break one example of (extreme) form of Fundamnetalism was introduced and discussed in detail, based on excerpts from Aslan Reza’s book “Beyond Fundamentalism …” Also we watched a recent interview with the author on You Tube.

NB: Fundamentalist religions in Ken Wilber’s terminology are an example of meme level “blue”, i.e ."Sacrifice self for reward to come through obedience to rightful authority in purposeful way."
---

